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and the whole of the great province, seething with upset of
the annexation, answered to his hand on the helm. But
it was too late; disgruntled Oudh, whose landowners were
perplexed, even if its peasantry were content, was to be
whirled into the conflagration of the Bengal Army.

The beloved Sir Henry made preparations to victual
and defend the Residency group of buildings and adjacent
bungalows, and also took many forcible measures to restore
confidence. The local units of Oudh Irregulars mutinied.
He dispersed them and held his own. The regular garrison
mutinied. He drove the mutineers off, and close on a
thousand of them remained staunch to the end. All through
May and well into June he kept the place going without
concentrating in his siege position. At Cawnpore, forty
miles away, where Sir Hugh Wheeler commanded, were
four Indian regiments. Wheeler kept them staunch some
time and Lawrence sent him some Europeans. Then some
reinforcements from below began to arrive. The loyal
Wheeler sent back half the Europeans and some of the new
arrivals. Then his troops mutinied and marched to Delhi,
but returned in two days to attack his little refugee entrench-
ment. Lucknow still kept itself going until Sir Henry made
his great mistake. Several mutineer corps had advanced on
the city, and on the 2gth of June Sir Henry, who had asked
the Viceroy to make him a brigadier-general and put him
in military command over the local brigadier, took out part
of the 32nd and some details to fight them some ten miles
out. Every military and administrative error was made.
His exhausted Europeans were defeated, and in the retreat
lost their best officers and men and some of their guns.

The Residency position was then hurriedly occupied,
although it was not yet complete, and the next day, ist
July, the siege began. There, some 800 British soldiers
and officers, 712 loyal Indian soldiers, 200 armed civilian
Europeans and Eurasians, began this famous defence. The
miserable yet super-gallant Cawnpore episode was over.
Wheeler and all his garrison, and the hundreds of women and